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Pakistanis Deny Nuclear-Arms Report 

□„ pilZIZj W nr - . . Congress will be acting soon nn a 


By Richard M. Weintraub 

Washington Post Foreign Service 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan, Nov. 
4--Top-ranking Pakistani officiate 

rla Siljfl 

j 7 p fi ! d U S ' ntelligence rf ‘ nfir -f <> 
that this country is devol™;™ 

weafions-grade enriched 

and a triggering me chanism for a 

nuclear device . 

“Pakistan does not have and is 
not producing highly enriched ura- 
nium necessary for a nuclear explo- 
device,” Foreign Secretary 
Adbul Sattar said. "Pakistan’s re- 


Congress will be acting soon on a 
new $4.02 billion, six-year military 
and economic assistance package 
that is critical to Pakistan’s needs in 
both areas. In addition, the legisla- 
tion requiring presidential certifica- 
tion on the nuclear program comes 
up for renewal this spring and is ex- 
pected to provide the focal point for 
a major congressional reconsidera- 
bon of the nuclear issue and its role 
in U.S.-Pakistam relations. 

The Reagan administration, fol- 
lowmg the lead of president Carter, 
has strengthened ties with Pakistan 
as part of efforts to oppose the So- 
” «**■<». The 
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search program aims at developing v,e f presence in Afghanistan. The 

a low-level, fuel-grade enrichment mu tomillion-dollar U.S. assistance 
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power project. While some progress 
has been made in that direction, the 
enrichment level has remained well 
within limits of the research and 
development program for fuel.” 

Citing a classified Defense Intel. 
hffinre Agency report. Th» vf^. 
ington Post reported fmm Washi ng. 
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ceeded in enrichin g uranium in qi q 
percent at its nucle ar plant at Ka . 
huta and that two explosions iHk 
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efforts to develop the cnmnlAv 
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nuclear <?xp| 9 sfoiy The tests „Ji 

conventional, non nuclear explosives. 

The status of the Pakistani nu- 
clear program is a critical one in the 
relationshp between the United 
States and this South Asian nation. 
President Reagan must certify each 
year that Pakistan does not possess 
or is not building a nuclear device in 
order for the muitibillion-dollar U.S. 
aid package to continue. He sent 
the last such certification to Con- 
gress last week. 

Pakistani officials are always sen- 
sitive to any public comment about 
their nuclear program, which they 
insist is for peaceful purposes, but 
are especially so now because the 
aid program faces two key tests in 
Congress in the coming months. 


program to Afghan guerrilla forces is 
channeled through Pakistan, al- 
though the countries formally deny 

This has led to s ome suggestion s 
that Washington is willing to Innlr 
the other wav when it comes to Is- 
lamabad’s nucle ar program <v> a « 
got., to jeopardize its Afghan pni j r r 
or other possible area* n f 
ation, including intelligence-gath- 
ering activities . 

Specialists say Pakistan has pur- 
sued development of nuclear-weap- 
ons capacity since its rival and 
South Asian neighbor India explod- 
ed what it called a peaceful nuclear 
device in 1974. 

While Indian officials also denied 
possessing nuclear weapons, Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi has said sev- 
eral times recently that his country 
is capable of building a weapon if 
necessary generally considered a 
reference to a possible provocation 
by Pakistan. 

Raja Ramanna, the head of India's 
Atomic Energy Commission, said 
today in New Delhi, in response to 
the reports about Pakistani enrich- 
ment progress, that “if this country 
retires enriched uranium, we can 
produce enriched uranium." 

Pakistani President Mohammed 
Zia ul-Haq pledged in 1984 not to 
develop weapons-grade uranium 
and Pakistani officials today again 


denied that this country is develop- 
ing nuclear weapons. 

Responding to the charge that it 
is conducting research on the crit- 
ical trigger mechanism, Sattar said, 
“If you are not developing the 
whole, you are not developing the 
part either.” 

■ IgfQrmatjpa Secretary AM . , i 

Majid Mufti al so reiectpd thp re - 

Sa ■£* intelli( r nrf ttnafla 

"As a matter of policy, the gov- 
ernment of Pakistan is opposed to 
the proliferation of nuclear weapons 
in the South Asian region,” Sattar 
said. "It remains willing now as in 
the past to join in establishing a nu- 
clear weapons-free zone in South 
Asia which would bring all nuclear 
facilities in the region under inter- 
national inspection and safeguards.” 

The London Financial Times re- 
ported last week that Britain had 
prevented Pakistan from buying 
equipment that could be used as an 
alternative to high explosives for 
triggering a nuclear reaction. 

“An inquiry for the purchase of a 
flash discharge X-ray machine and a 
high-speed camera, together worth 
[about $142,000) was received ear- 
lier this year” by Britain's govern- 
ment company responsible for arms 
sales, the daily reported. It said the 
machine sought ■ was smaller than 
those requiring export licenses but 
that recent research had shown it 
capable of serving as a trigger. 
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